Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed . . .  

Rev 19:7-9 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel said to me, "Write this:  Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God." ESV
Luke 15:8-9 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

It’s a very old tradition passed on from England in Victorian times.  It has continued from generation to generation partly because many people get nostalgic at wedding times and partly because it rhymes well and thus sticks in the mind easily.  Do a search on the internet for wedding preparation and you will find scores of sites and forums with harried and anxious brides-to-be asking for advice on how to meet the supposed obligations of this familiar old saying.  Actually, today we remember the first part of the saying well but the last part of the poem is lost to some people.  The complete jingle is:

Something old, something new,

Something borrowed, something blue,

With a sixpence in her shoe.

A “sixpence” was a silver coin minted in England from 1551 to 1967 so this saying and custom has been around for centuries.  Even today, wedding suppliers have specially-made, stockpiled sixpences for brides in modern America to purchase so that they can place them in their shoe for that trip down the aisle.  Even in another continent and in modern times, this maxim still lives!

The point is that supposedly for the bride to be prepared for her big day and to be fully prepared to begin a wonderful new life with her love, she needs to have on her body and in her possession, something from each of these five categories.  For some it is just an ancient piece of superstition, but it began with a bit deeper meaning.  For most, the dress is either the new item or the old item, depending if the bride bought the gown or wore her mother’s gown.  For some a piece of jewelry is often the borrowed item, particularly something that their mother or sister or friend had worn on their wedding day.  The blue item for most is a throwaway blue garter but I read of a mother sewing a small blue bead in the lining of the dress amongst the ordinary gold ones.  

We’ll get into what the blue represents in a moment, but the old is supposed to represent the past and how that the bride is following along in many good traditions.  The new is supposed to represent a fresh start and the bride entering into a new phase of her life.  The borrowed item is always supposed to be from a friend or relative who has a happy marriage and is supposed to represent that the bride intends to also have a happy home as they do.  The silver coin or sixpence is supposed to bring good financial wealth to the home and is a prayer for God’s blessings upon their union.  Somewhere there is at least one bride that is saying, “I should have sprung for the silver dollar instead!”  The sixpence was worth about six pennies in Victorian England!

_______________________________________________________________________

Now let me preach to you who are here:  it’s not a reach to apply such things to our lives because the Bible presents over and over again the true church as the future bride of Christ.  Jesus Christ, our bridegroom, has gone away – as was the ancient custom – to prepare a place for us to come and live with Him and He has promised to return when it is completely ready.  As the bride of Christ, it is our job to get ready, but we are not like modern brides who pick their date months and even years in advance and then pace themselves.  Your pastor is your “wedding coordinator” in charge of helping you get ready for the big day, but we do not know the day nor the hour when the Son of Man will come back for His bride, the church.  Therefore we must get ready, and once we are ready, we must stay ready!  Because He is coming back and He will come back in an hour when we do not expect it and when we think not.  And only those who are ready when He comes will go with Him!  I hope I speak for all of you when I say that I plan to be ready when Jesus Christ comes back for His church!  Because, as our text has said, blessed are those who are invited to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb!  I’ve been invited and not just to show up but to be the person of honor with Him, but our text in the book of Revelation also tells us that He is coming for a bride that “has made herself ready!”

We’ve got to prepare!  No matter what else you make priority in life, you need to prepare!  Because the day is coming, in fact, it might be here tonight or tomorrow and we’ve got to be ready.  And if it is not then, then we must stay ready.  The modern church needs to get back to a state of spiritual awareness of being ready for when God calls for them.  Because such an attitude will result in always being sensitive to what God wants to do in our lives.  The scriptures teach us that:

Heb 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. KJV  

He will appear and come back to “them that look for him!”  Another translation puts it thus:

Heb 9:28 so also Christ died once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for him. NLTse

Those who will be ready to meet Him when He comes, will be those “who are eagerly waiting for Him.”  Ask yourself, “am I really living each day eagerly waiting for and looking for Christ to appear?”  Do I even think about it every day?  Every week?  The point is that Christ wants us to live in expectancy of His return, even if it is not the day or the week of His second coming.  Because even though it may not be the wedding day, He might want to visit us in the Spirit and bless us and love us and commune with us.  Catch the point here:  if you live each day in such a day that you are ready and expectant to be ready for the wedding day, then even if His Spirit moves in just for a visit in a church service, yet you will be sensitive and aware of that move and be ready and able to respond to Him!  And turning that principle around is also true:  if you are not sensitive to His visits and moving among the bride now in a church service or on the days leading up to the wedding, then what makes you think that you will be ready when the heralds blow the trumpet to signal that the big day has finally arrived!?  If the bride is not ready or willing or interested in greeting the bridegroom during the engagement, then how can they truly think that they are ready for the wedding day?  Today might not be the big day, but Jesus has come for a visit and what has your response revealed to you about your spiritual preparation?  

Above all else – above all else! – we must be ready!  And we’re not going to be ready if we are not thinking about the day that is yet to come.  And we’re not going to constantly think of the day to come if we are not constantly thinking of the bridegroom who will usher in that special day.  And we will not continually think of the bridegroom if we are not truly in love with the bridegroom.  The call of the Spirit is for us to fall in love with Jesus Christ, make Him priority, agree to His terms of engagement, and link ourselves to Him, and then get ready and stay ready!  Blessed are those are invited to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb!  Even more blessed are those who are in every way ready for it!  We must get ready!

_______________________________________________________________________      

How do I get ready?  How do I make sure I’m ready?  There’s many ways to answer that, but could it be that the old tried and true poem that we all know fairly well could help us in that endeavor?  I think so:  just because we are a spiritual bride, doesn’t mean that such things don’t apply.  If you want to be fully prepared for that day, then make sure that you have something old, something new, something borrowed . . .  Let me preach about it:

Something Old, Something New

Pick up your Bible and you’ve got something Old and something New in your hands in the Old and the New Testaments and certainly the Word of God is something very important to have in making sure that you are prepared for the big day.  And thank goodness that the Word of God was written down – you know how that you did not know the last part of our little poem today?  Do you know why?  Because very few of you had it written down and it was just passed orally from one generation to another.  That’s how some people base their religious belief system – by just taking somebody’s word for it and doing and believing what mom and dad said or what uncle so and so told them and they were just doing those things because their parents or uncle so and so told them and they were just doing those things because . . . and invariably some important parts get lost that way!  

But the reason that I was able to bring you the accurate saying complete and unchanged is because somebody wrote it down and I went back and checked it!  In the same way, you need to know that the Word of God may be old and may be ancient but it is still a sure witness because God deemed it important enough to have it written down for you!  Let the fact that it was written down testify to you of its accuracy:  when they found the Dead Sea Scrolls in the 1950s, they found copies of Old Testament books that predated the time of Christ and yet, say, the copy of the scroll of Isaiah was virtually identical with the scripts that we have today, and the variance was mostly in the spelling of place names.  The Word of God was not only written down, but it was carefully and accurately written down and you can trust in it!  

Let the fact that it was written down testify you of its essentiality and that it is still valid today!  Every commandment of God is still written down and though the heavens and earth should pass away, they will remain in effect as the law of the universe.  But it is not just a book of commandments and decrees and laws, but never forget that it is a book chock full of wonderful and exceeding promises!  And the fact that it was written down is a testament that God’s promises are still valid and active and available for you and I today!  If you will do as those recorded in the Scriptures did and act upon the promises of the Word of God, then you will see God do what He promised to do and did for them!  Hallelujah!  It was important and sure enough to write down for us to get hold of and claim for our own – this book is a more sure word of prophecy!  It is a guideline to making sure that you are ready for the big marriage supper of the Lamb and the coming of your bridegroom!

Take care that you take both something old and something new!  Just because it is a promise in the Old Testament doesn’t mean that God is not sticking to it!  Have you seen it really rain this year?  Have you seen a rainbow?  God’s ancient promise to Noah is still active and holding, isn’t it!  When the New Testament tells us that He will never leave us nor forsake it – you can take hold of that!  But when the Old Testament says that they’ve never seen the righteous forsaken or their offspring begging bread, you can take that promise too!  The New Testament tell us that Jesus said, “I will come to you” and the Old Testament tells us that “there is a friend that sticks closer than a brother.”  They are speaking of the same great God!  Take them both:  in your preparation for the big day of Christ’s return take something old and something new!

Let us choose something more specific:  what is the primary theme and topic of the Old Testament?  What is the prevailing and pervading symbol of the books that we call the Old Testament?  The prevailing major themes are that of the need for the cleansing of a blood sacrifice and the need to obey the Word of God.  All of the Old Testament deals with and can be condensed in those two things.  “Adam, obey the Word of God” and when you didn’t and sinned, “now your sin demands a blood sacrifice to cover it!  And throughout Noah’s day and throughout Abraham’s dealing with Jehovah, and throughout the Mosaic Law and all 613 commandments and God’s dealing with Israel trying to get them into faithfully following them, those are the themes:  obey the Word of God and your sin demands a blood sacrifice.  Kill a Passover lamb, and smear its blood on your doorposts, and the judgment of sin will pass over you!  Those are the oldest teachings of God to mankind about salvation!

It may be something old, but let us take such a thing as an integral part of our preparation today!  May the bride of Christ pick up and respond to these ancient truths!  Because in order to get ready, we need to fully obey the Word of God!  It needs to be important to us!  We need to have the mindset and the attitude that it is of paramount importance.  And we must start with the sin issue!  And we must begin our preparation with Calvary because our sin demands a blood sacrifice and the covering and application of that blood!  

You must begin with putting your faith and hope for salvation in Jesus Christ because He alone was the spotless Lamb of God whose death could take away the sins of the world!  Mohammed and Buddha and all of these other cats died but not necessarily because they were giving their life for you and they died in their own sins and for their own sins.  Jesus Christ is not one of many paths to heaven, He is the way, the truth, and the life because He is the only One who gave His life as a perfect and sinless blood sacrifice for the sins of others!  Believing in Him an repenting of your sins to Him are the first steps in that they the turning to His sacrifice and to Calvary for your hope and salvation!    

The Passover Lamb has been slain, but in order to get full affect, you must also apply that blood to the house of your body and spiritual man!  You need to smear it on the doorposts of your life so that when the judgment of God comes it will pass over you!  We learn that water baptism is more than just rite of superstition and so much more than just joining a church body or a public display of an inward faith.  We learn this from the descriptions that the Apostles gave about what happens when we are baptized in the name of Jesus.  Peter said that it was for the “forgiveness of our sins.”
  Ananias told Saul who would become Paul:

Acts 22:16 And now why do you wait?  Rise and be baptized and  wash away your sins,  calling on his name.' ESV

Paul later taught us in Colossians 2:11-12 that water baptism in the name of Jesus is the spiritual application of circumcision and is the taking of His mark in our spiritual man and marking us to belong to Him!  That’s pretty important stuff; does that sound like mere formality to you?  Hebrews tells us that forgiveness of sins and the taking away of sins only comes through the application and shedding of the blood of Jesus so if these scriptures are true in that when a person is baptized in the name of Jesus, they have their sins forgiven and are “washing away their sins” that tells us that the blood of the Lamb is being applied to their lives at water baptism!  No wonder Jesus said, “He that believes and is baptized shall be saved!”
  When John the Baptist saw a vision of the church’s future arrival in heaven in the book of Revelation, he was told that they were the ones who had “washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.”
  In your preparation, you’d better start with something old but still very relevant:  obey what the Word of God tells you to do and get baptized in the name of Jesus so that the blood of the Lamb is applied to your life to wash your sins away!  You must be ready!  

That’s something old, but how about something new?  Let us ask ourselves, “what is the primary theme and symbol and topic of the New Testament and the new covenant?”  The prevailing theme of the New Testament is that of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and our great need to receive it!  John the Baptist testified of Jesus, “He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire!”  Jesus spake of the Holy Ghost that “they that believe on Him should receive” and He said that even before the Holy Spirit had been poured out.
  Jesus’ final instructions to the disciples and assembled believers before He ascended into the heavens to start preparing a place for us was for them to go to Jerusalem and not do anything else until they received the Holy Spirit, the “power from on high!”  Peter, Philip, John, Paul and every other major preacher of the early Apostolic church and of the era of Grace preached the great need for everyone to receive the new thing that God was doing, that receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost!

The issue of the Holy Spirit is that of God waiting on us.  Peter told us that the Spirit had been poured out on all flesh – that is it was available for everyone, but that people just needed to receive the gift that had already been given.  If you have never received the gift of the Holy Spirit, it is available for you and wants to bring a new thing in your life!  Think of how it was received in the Bible:  Jesus taught them on the need for it and pumped them up to view it as something absolutely important.  He then commanded them to seek it with all of their heart and not to give up but to tarry until they did receive it.  Those who obeyed His command and did what He told them to place themselves in the right position, did receive it and it was a great and needed change!  If you will repent of your sins, be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, and seek Him for the Spirit, He will fill you with that same Holy Spirit and as Isaiah said, the “new thing” of the Lord will take place in your life!  You need it to get ready for the wedding day as the Bride of Christ – make sure you start with something old and something new!

_______________________________________________________________________            

Let us move onward in our preparation.  That was the start and certainly those things are available to you today – do take full opportunity to receive them and do them!  But our poem has yet more advice for our preparation process.  We must take something old and something new:

Something Borrowed, Something Blue

When the children of Israel left Egypt after having the Passover Lamb slain and properly applied to their lives, the scripture record this strange commandment of God:

Ex 3:22 "But every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and daughters. Thus you will plunder the Egyptians." NASU

That is, when Israel left Egypt, they left loaded down with precious silver and gold and clothing and all sorts of valuable stuff.  This is a very controversial scripture to some folks because the KJV has the more literal rendering of “every woman shall borrow” from her neighbor.  The Hebrew word for “ask for” has the meaning “to borrow” and some people have been bothered by the fact that God asked them “to borrow” something that they never took back and so the modern translations avoid the term and controversy by saying “ask.”  

I’ll ease your minds:  the Israelites thought for the most part that they were going for a few days journey into the wilderness to worship God and would return so they were not lying.  And when the Egyptian army attacked and then was defeated by the Spirit of God in the Red Sea, that made all of those valuables spoils of war so there is no morality issues there really.  If it really bothers you, then we’ll sit down and get into it in depth one day.

But what I would have you notice is that first of all, God commanded the women of Israel to be the ones to ask for the valuables and that when we get into the wilderness we discover the reason why God had this:  it was not for them to be outfitted with bling in the Promised Land but because God was about to give precise instructions on how to build His house, the Tabernacle, and the stuff for the Tabernacle would come from offerings of this stuff that they had gotten or “borrowed” from the Egyptians.  That’s where the gold and the silver and the looking glasses came from and the cloth curtains and such – from the “borrowed” Egyptian spoils.

Look at somebody and say, “this world is not my home, I’m just passing through.  My treasure is laid up somewhere beyond the blue.”  God called you out of this world and so now you are in this world but not really of this world.  We live in the world yet we are focused on another kingdom and it must be priority.  Everything that you have in this life is but borrowed – you won’t take a lick of it with you over to the other side.  Everything – whether it be possessions, money, influence, time, energies and actions – is borrowed and a temporary thing.  None of that will go with you to the Promised Land!  That is, it won’t go with you to the Promised Land unless you use it to build God’s kingdom – what you use for God’s purpose will result in a treasure that lasts for forever!  Jesus told us not to lay up treasure for ourselves on this earth where moth and rust would set in, but to lay for ourselves treasure in heaven. 

Listen to this preacher because this is a profound thought:  the things of this life are but borrowed because you must give them back at the end and so they are just temporary things.  But things that are temporary can – if you so choose – to be used to build things that will last forever.  Your time, your energy, your money, your things can be used for the purpose of winning people to God and for building His kingdom and if they are used thusly, something that is very borrowed and very temporary can actually make an eternity of difference!

Be sure that there is a something borrowed part of your preparation for the wedding day of heaven!  Make up your mind to take all that you have and whatever you have in this life and use it to build up His kingdom because in the end only what is done for Christ will last!  And the things on this earth that we “borrowed” for this life will have been pointless unless they pointed someone to Heaven!  Something Old, Something New, and something borrowed!  

Furthermore, prepare by taking something blue.  Of all of the points of this rhyme, the blue part has the deepest and fullest meaning.  Because only in recent times has white become a symbol of purity.  In Victorian times, blue was the color most often chosen by brides for their dresses on their wedding day.  And in the time that this saying was coined, blue stood for “purity, faithfulness, and loyalty.”  

Get prepared and stay prepared!  And part of that staying prepared is to keep blue a part of your everyday life!  You don’t put on a new wedding dress and go play in the mud – in the same way there is a call to the church of God to keep themselves spotless and blemishless and to keep that spiritual man that was washed clean in the blood of the Lamb in water baptism to remain pure!  We live in an impure world where sin and filth and immorality reign supreme.  God is not coming back for such a bride – we must take care that we do not live like that.  The first part of our text said:

Rev 19:7-8 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. ESV  

The church that Jesus Christ is coming back for is “bright and pure.”  It is described by the term “righteous.”  If there is ever a need for the blue in the church it is today!  We need to change our lifestyles to match the teachings of the Word of God!  We need to live and act and choose in such a way that we glorify God in all things!  We need to be pure and we need to be faithful and we need to be loyal to God Almighty because we need something blue for our wedding day:  living righteously is an integral part of getting ready for the coming of Christ and for the big day!

_______________________________________________________________________

Something old, something new, something borrowed, something blue, but let us not forget the latter part of that saying, that the bride should stand “with a sixpence in her shoe.”  It was not an invention of Victorian times that a silver coin or coins would be a part of the marriage ceremony and, in fact, we read in our other text the words of Jesus teaching through a parable and He said:

Luke 15:8-9 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' ESV

In context, Jesus was teaching about the importance of finding what is lost and this story was to illustrate to its hearers feelings of utmost desperation and priority when seeking something.  Because the “ten silver coins” that Jesus spoke of were not just a savings account but referred to the Jewish practice of silver coins being sewn into a headband or hem of the bride’s garment when she got married.  The woman would then keep that line of silver coins forever as a precious memento and keepsake of the day that she had gotten married.  When this woman in the parable lost one of those coins, she didn’t just lose a piece of money but lost something that she had once had that was very dear to her.  And it was such a big deal to her that she stopped what she was doing and called everybody she knew to help her look and she turned the house upside down until that lost coin was located.  And when she found it, she rejoiced with all of her might!  

In our preparation for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, we need something old, something new, something borrowed and the something blue.  But we also need to make sure that we have all of our silver coins.  That is, if we have gained something in preparation for the big day and yet somehow just in the cares of life or in day-to-day living something that was very precious has slipped from its place or become lost, we need to stop everything and go get back what we once had!  

It is amazing how much Jesus used marriages and the customs of marriages to teach about the kingdom of God.  And it is amazing how much of His teaching involved the need for continual renewal lest our prepared things run out.  His first miracle was in replenishing the wine at a marriage supper that had run out of wine.  His parable of the ten virgins had five of them being foolish and being lost because they ran out of oil and had not replenished it.  They had had the valuable things and yet missed out on being ready when the bridegroom came because they had failed to replenish what they had had.  The moral is clear:  in preparation for this wedding feast, if we are prepared, we must take diligence that we stay prepared.  And if we have all of the other preparation and yet not this last thing, then we will still miss out.  All ten of them were virgins, and were thus pure and faithful and yet five of them still missed out.  They missed out because they had at one time had oil burning brightly in their lamps – always a symbol of the Holy Spirit in the Bible – yet they had let the oil go too long without replenishing.  And when they went desperately looking for what they had lost at the last minute, the bridegroom came and they missed out.  

The goal is not to be prepared for just one moment and then lose it!  The goal is not to have the silver coin and yet misplace it before the day arrives.  The goal is not to be pure and be washed and righteous before Him on one day only.  The goal is not to receive the Holy Spirit and be full for a few days and then, as invariably happens, let the supply burn lower and lower until it goes out and we miss out.  The goal is not to use what we borrow in this life just for a few weeks of our life and then yet slip back in how we used to be.  The goal is to get ready and to stay ready!  To receive the oil of the Holy Spirit and to continually refresh it and refill it so the fire stays lit!  The goal is to remain pure and to remain faithful even until the day comes! 

If there is any of this that is a lost silver coin to you, if any of this are things that you once had and yet you misplaced or lost or no longer have, then be sure you do what the lady of our text did:  stop everything and start looking!  And don’t make anything else priority until you get back what you lost!  Why?  Because we must be ready!  And that means having all of the precious things that we have attained and gathered ready to go at any time!  Start with something old and something new!  Then go to something borrowed and something blue, and then let us take stock to check to see if the silver coin is still with us!  If not, don’t leave here today until you have gotten it back!  And if you are that person, then know that we are the friends who will pray and search with you until you get it back – and rejoice with you too!  Because we have a wedding day coming and we must be a bride that has made herself ready!  
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